[Informed consent to the insertion of a PEG tube in a 53-year-old male patient with highly advanced dementia].
In patients with advanced dementia and dysphagia, regular fluid- and food intake together with oral medication can be guaranteed by insertion of a PEG tube. Consent to a treatment in a patient without legal capacity requires nomination of a legal substitute by an Austrian court. The following case report describes the problems associated with this particular situation exposing additional psychosocial stress to closest relatives and to the palliative care team in charge for the patient. This case report describes the legal options together with the finally chosen path of medical treatment which in clinical praxis may not always match.